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PREFACE. 


9 H E Subjef e in the enſuing Diſ- 


= ef trading World, yet I do not remember 


= 155 
» RF 


to have ſeen * dered in à religious 
BY view, The conſequences of Miſmanage- 


ment in worldly Affairs are very ſad and deplora- 


bie in various 22 and yet, 7 fear, a thougbrleſi 


race never imagine half the danger that there is 


attending Negligence. ] have therefore endeavour'd 


in this publick manner, to treat of the Subject in a 


plain and familiar way, in hopes that ſome may ſee 


6 and avoid the Danger; and if any perſons ſhould be 
I "TE from ruin, by the divine Bleſſing on what is 


here ſuggeſted, the plainneſi of the Diſcourſe will not py 
make the Deliverance the leſs valuable. 

J apprehend that thoſe who cannot bring out their 
- Arcommts clear, and to the Satisfafion of all who 
deal with them, may be ranked in three Claſſes. 


„ CEither they are ſuch as are reduc'd by a Concur- 


rence of adverſe and unexpeted Providences : Or by 
Imprudence, Trifling and Negligence : Or by wilful 


«nd deſigned * The fi 1 of ſr are more 


* 10 


courſes, tho of vaſt importance in the 


4 PREFACE. 


to be pityed and aſſi ted than blaued : The third 


deſerve, where it can evidently be prov*d, a moſt ſe- 


were and rigorous Puniſhment. The ſecond are ex- 
ceedingly to be blamed, and alſo to baue pity and 
 compaſhon ſhown 10 them, according ta the Cir- 


eumſtances of their Caſe : And "tis the ſecond kind 
that I have a regard to in the following Papers ; 
the firſt not ſo much needing what is ſaid, and the 


third not being expected to trouble their N with 


any thing offered in a ſerious way. 


F in any thing, ase Maier or Methad, T fall 
under the Cenſure of the 2 J hope it will be 
with the more candour, when I affure them my de- 
7 0 as good; that I obſerved Bankruptcy was be- 
come too common even among Profeſrs, as if it 


was à trivial thing and free from Sin, and ac 
cardingly made a light matter of. 


I have endeavoured to take in the a of the _ 
Subject, and would leave what is offered to the Bleſ- 
ing of the God of all Grace, and the ſerious confi= 
| deration of the trading part of Mankind, for whoſe 
benefit it was more eſpecially calculated, and would 
recommend it to the careful peruſal of young Men 
_ who are defignd for Trades, or are juſt entring upon 


Buſineſs z as hoping it may be of particular uſe for 
direction and caution to them, that they may ſet out 


well and prudently, and eſcape the fatal Calamities 
100 many ove involved i in, thro* Indolence and Folly. 


: ' May 10, 1733- 


Por. 


PR 0 v. xxvii. 23. 


Be thou diligent to know the State 


of thy Flocks, and look well to 
3 Herds. 


"I H E. peculiar excellence of the ſacred N 


A. VT 
me 
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FN i Writings lies in theſe two things; 


W heir divine original, and their uſeful- 
v; both theſe are mention'd to- 
—gecher by the Apoſtle, 2 Tim, iii. 
16, 17. All Scripture is given by Inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable, &c. The main tendency 
of them is to convince us of Sin, to turn us 
from it, and to ſave us from its deſert; to 
point out to us the chief Good and the higheſt _ 
Happineſs, to inform ns that it is attainable, and 


to direct our way, viz. by Chriſt and Holinefs, 


that we may not miſs thereof. Theſe ends 
throughout all the books of Scripture are prin- 


cipally purſued, but there are alſo other very 


excellent and uſeful things hinted at, and ſome- 
times enlarged on. I apprehend, that the Bible 


is deſign'd firſt to make us Religious towards 


God, conformable to his Will in heart and life; 


and ſecondarily, to make us fit for ſocial Life, 


— 
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that we be regular in our deportment as to our. 


ſelves, and upright in our dealings with others; 
which we ſhall ſcarce be, if we are not prudent 
in the management of our own Affairs. But then 
the word of God is not wholly a Syſtem of 
Doctrines, or a Codex of Laws an 


enough here to amuſe them el 


better World. 


The Book of Proverbs is Collection of mit. 


cellaneous Obſervations, that were made princi- 


pally, if not wholly, by the wiſeſt of the Sons of 


Men; and who, by reaſon of his exalted ſtation 


in life, had larger opportunities of making re- 
marks upon a greater yariety of Occurrences, 
than thoſe have who move in a lower Sphere; 
and as he was under the ſpecial inſpiration of 
the Spirit of Wiſdom and Knowledge, his obſer- 
_ vations demand a more than ordinary regard 


| from us. And how happy would the Chriſtian 


World be, if ſuch who profeſs to believe that 
the Bible is God's Word, and deſign'd to be the 
rule of their Conduct; and in particular think 


the Book of Proverbs to be Canonical, (I ſay) 


if ſuch would comply with its moſt excellent 
| Rules! If the counſel my Text gives, were deep- 
ly impreſſed on the Mind, and obſerved in the 
management of our temporal Concerns, what 
fatal miſtakes would be prevented, how many 
Families faved from Diſgrace, Poverty, and 


Ruin! 


The words of my Text more directly * | 
to that Occupation in Life which was moſt 
common among the Vaelites, and which we 


Conſti- 
tutions ; it allo affords an agreeable entertainment 
to the Mind by its Hiſtories, Parables, Pro- 
phecies, &c. So that the curious may find 
egantly, and 
\ brighten their Ideas, as well as make them ber- 
ter Men, and fit them for the happineſs of a 


(7) 
now call Graſing: This had been the employ- 
ment of ſome of the moſt eminent of their An- 


ceſtors, Abrabam, Iſaac, Jacob, Moſes, and 


David himſelf, whom God afterwards prefered 
from the Sheep-coat, to be the T6ueve M] the 


Shepherd of J[/rael, 2 Sam. vii. 5. The Patri- 
archs ſeem all of them to have followed this 


Employment, Gen. xlvi. 31. And I ſuppoſe it 


was the more general Occupation throughout 
the Land of ael. Now thoſe who have any 

notion of Sheep, cannot but be ſenſible how 
much attendance they required; and if any per- 
ſon was not diligent to know the State of his 
Flocks, the Wolves and other Beaſts of Prey 
would be like to make ſad havock with them; 

' they might be drove away by Plunderers, 


periſh for want of Paſture, or under ſuch diſ- 


orders which theſe tender Creatures are * 
9 ſubject to. 


Now tho the advice in my Text relate more 


immediately to a Paſtoral Life, yet by a parity | 
of Reaſon, tis applicable % any imployment 
we are engag'd in as our buſineſs in Life. 1 
| ſhall conſider the words therefore in this en- 
larged view of them, and ſhall lay it down as 


= 1 which cannot reaſonably be contra- 
dicted, viz. 


That it is the Duty and Intereſt ef every 
one to attend to the Buſineſs of his Calling, and 
to manage it in the beſt manner he can, in or- 


der to anſwer the intents thereof. 


„„ * my Pelign, 1 ſhall obſerve this 2 
Method, 


” 1 1 mall 1 een things which 3 


to me of great importance in the Caſe, 
Which we have in hand. 
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„ 
II. Lay down ſuch Rules as are proper to be 
obſerved by Men in Buſineſs. 


III. Enforce the Rules laid down, by Argu- 


ments drawn from the conſequences of ob- 
ſeruing or not obſerving of them. 

IV. Direct thoſe who have been unhappily 

and ſinfully remiſs in the ordering their af- 


fairs, with reſpect to their preſent and fu- 


ture Conduct. 


Firſt, I am to premiſe ſeveral things which 
are of importance in the preſent Caſe. It is 
evident Man was not ſent into the World to be 


Idle ; he is fitted for buſineſs, and to buſineſs of 


| ſome kind or other he is bound (as he is God's 
Creature, and as he is a Subject in a civil. Com- 


munity) to apply himſelf ; and an idle 'ſlothful 


Fellow is a Cumberground, a publick Nufance : 
If then an Employment muſt be follow'd, ſurely 
it will be of uſe to be directed what Meaſures to 
bbſerve from firſt to laſt, that ſome valuable 
Purpoſes may be anſwered hereby. I would pre- 


miſe then, - 


I. That thoſe who are not yet diſpoſed of in 
Life, ſhould earneſtly recommend themſelves to 
the divin? Direction, in the choice of a Callin = 
In this trading Nation there is a vaſt variety of 
| Occupations, and perſons cannot, eſpecially 


whilſt young, have any other than fome confuſed 


Idea of any of them; now if we believe the di- 
vine ſuperintendency over the affairs of men, ie 
will be very proper to ſhew our regard to the 


great Governour of the World, by humbly and 


importunately ſeeking his direction; and this we 

are encouraged to do, by an aſſurance of ſucceſs, 
Prov. iii. 6. In all thy ways acknowledge bim, 5 
be ſhall direct thy jaths, And this method holy 


Men of old have taken, eſpecially in arduous 
RET ale a | : | affairs 
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Affairs, and have reaped the benefit and com- 


fort of ſuch a Practice. The choice of a Buſi- 
nels is one of the important ſteps in Life, upon 
which much of the Happineſs of it depends; 

and where this ſtep has been wrong taken, it has 


commonly laid a Foundation for an uneaſy and 
wretched Life. Let Perſons therefore in this 


momentous Affair, apply themſelves to a gra- 


cious God, for that Wiſdom which is profitable 


to direct, and it will not be 1 in vain for them {0 
to do. 


2. Having done this, next ſet yourkives care- 


fully to cbſerde all Iitimations of Providence with 


reſſect kereunto, We have not an Oracle to con- 


ſult, from whence to receive a verbal Anſwer, 


but we ſhould take Notice of every urn of Pro- 
vidence, that We may be followers of it; and 1 
can aſſure you, when Providence is your Guide, 
pour Steps will be like to be comfortable. 1 
woill not now attempt to tell you, how you ſhall 

| know the directions of Providence; theſe may 
de exceeding various, but I apprehend not diffi- 

cult for a rightly diſpoſed Perſon ro find out. 
The Pſalmiſt having ſpaken for ſeveral Verſes to- 


gether, on a Subject of this Nature, cloſes thus, 


Whois wiſe, aud Will obſerve thoſe things, even 


they ſhall underſtand the loving-kindneſs 7 the Lord, = 


Pſal. cvii. 43. 


3. Conſider and well weigh what you! are go- 
ing about, when you make choice of a Buſineſs, 


and having ſo done avoid fickleneſs and incon- 
ſtancy. I faid indeed be forg, thit there cin be 
only a ſuperficial, and yer there may be ſuch a 
general Notion of things obtained, as will be ſuf- 

, ficient to direct a Prrion's Choice, and elpecially 
as ſome time is uſually fpenc upon Liking or 
Trial. Remember you are cnuſing for Life ; 


that what you are engiging in is to be tor your 
Sap- 
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Support and Maintenance, and that it will ks 


a conſiderable Influence as to your well being 


and doing for both Worlds. Let the Matter be 
turned over in your Thoughts again and again: 
Conſider as far as you can both Advantag-s and 
Diſadvantages ; and as it is to be a fixed Choice, 
_ endeavour that it may be a wiſe one: And when 


itis made, abide by it, and do not unſettle your- 


ſelves by fruitleſs tes for a Change. Slowly 
reſolve, quickly execute, and — Turſue your 


wiſe Reſulutions. 


The 4th Thing I would premiſe ſhall have a 
more direct reference to Parents: under your pru- 
dent Conduct and Direction, ſuffer your Children 
to chuſe for themſelves, ſuch an Employment in 
Life as their Genius and Inclination leads unto, 


provided it be within the reach of your Circum- 


ſtances. If Youths are either idle or fickle, Pa- 


rents muſt chuſe for them; but a promiſing 


 well-diſpoſed Youth ſhould be ſuffered to make 
his own Choice. The neglect of this lying as ſo 
remote a Cauſe is not obſerved ; and yet I doubt 
not to ſay, that to this is owing the miſcarriage 
of Thouſands. A Buſineſs not reliſhing will never 
be attended to nor learned while Apprentices, nor 
_ cloſely followed when Perſons ſet up for them- 
Frag and then expenſive Diverſions being pur- 
ſued inſtead of an hated or diſagreeable Employ- 
ment, a Man and his Family will ſoon be involved 
in inextricable Difficulties ; whereas when Incli- 
nation and Capacity are conſulted, and the Child's 
Diſpoſition obſerved, rather than the Parent's 
fancy and perhaps whim ; ; then what Applica- 
tion and Diligence, and, in conſequence, what 
Delight and Succeſs ! Shall Parents mind their 
oven 8 tence, or gratify their own Humour, 


when it is the Child that muſt ſtick to the Buſi- 


neſs, and and « or fall according to che manage 


ment 


n 
ment of it? The Parent's Genius leads one way, 
the Son's poſſibly very difterent ; and yet let the 


Conſcquence be what it will, the Parent's fancy 


mult be humoured, or the Son muſt be of the ſame 


Trade with his Father, tho his Diſpoſition be _ 
ever fo averſe thereunto; and perhaps the Son 


is baſhful and knows not how to declare his Sen- 
timents, mild and obliging, and willing to try, 


tho his alpiring Genius, fitted by Nature for no- 
dler and higher Things, muſt be curbed and re- 
{trained to ſuch inferior Employments, as a much 
lower Genius might have ſcrved to manage. On 
the other Hand, the Parent perhaps has fond 


and fooliſh Notions of the greatneſs of his Son's 
Capacity, is ambitious to have him riſe in the 


World, and make a greater Figure therein than 


himſclt, and therefore Latin and Greek, Logic 


and Mathematics, Philoſophy and Divinity 
muſt be attempted, and he is put into a Station, 
the Duties of which he cannot fulfil, when he 
might have been excceding uſeful in a lower 
Scene of Life. Happy would it be for every 
Commonwealth, happy for Parents and Children, 
if this Miſtake was rectify'd, and the Capacities 


and Inclinations of Children conſulted, and not 


to have them either racked or cut ſhort accord- 


ing to the Parent's Caprice, which is ſo com- 


monly attended with very melancholy Effects 
| Whereas the Parent's deny ing himſelf his hu- 


mour, proves the Felicity and Profpe:ity of his 


Child. Parents ſhould take heed they do not 
| degenerate into Tyrants, either by ane, 8 
or needleſs, or diſproportioned Severity. 


5. 1 would premiſe, that all Perſons deſign'd 


1 * Buſineſs ſnould be taught to remember and 
believe, That *tis the Bleſſing of God that maketh 


„ I Sam. ii. 7. Prov. x. 22. And the having 
5 B © --- this | 
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this laid down as a foundation Principle, will be 

of uſe afterwards for three purpoſes. 
1. To excite Perſons every day to apply them- 

ſelves to God for his Bleſſing upon their law- 


ful and diligent Endeavours. The fourth Peti- 


tion in the Lord's Prayer, give us this Day our 
daily Bread, is an evident Proof that we may have 


a concern for our temporal welfare, and that we 
ſhould ask, and may humbly hope for a divine 
Interpoſition in our Favour. Sure none that own 
a Deity will queſtion, whether God cannot on the 
one hand fruſtrate a man's Endeavours and blaſt 

his Expectations; or- on the other hand give a 
pleaſing Succeſs to what he undertakes, grant un- 


10 us according to our own Heart, and fulfil all 


our Counſel; to uſe the pſalmiſt's words, xx. 4. 


If fo, *tis our wiſeſt courſe to endeavour to en- 


gage God on our fide; and a little with God's 
bleſſing will be of more ſervice to us, and may 
be enjoyed with more real farisfaCtion, than a 


1 great deal without. 


2. To put Perſons in mind that they ſhould 
honour God with what they obtain by his Bleſ- 

ſing. And this the Scripture aſſures us is the 

moſt certain way of thriving. Prov. 11. 9, 10. 


| Honour the Lord with thy ſubjtance, and with the 


firſt fruits of all thine ima ; ſo ſhall thy barns 
be filled with plenty, and thy preſſes ſhall burſt out 


with new wine, God's promiſes are the ſureſt 


Bank, and make returns of the largeſt Intereſt 


whatever. If a Man with his well Subſtance, 
is ready to promote the intereſt of . and 
to miniſter to the Neceſſities of the indigent, 


that Man is not like to be poor. The liberal Soul 


Hall be made fat, and he that <watereth ſhall be 
watered alſo himſelf, Prov. xi. 23. A Man is not 


ſo fitly to be called the Proprietor of what he 
_ hath, bur a Steward to another, for whoſe ſer- 


: vice 
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vice he is to manage things, and to whom he 13 
accountable ; and he will expoſe himſelf to a ſe- 


vere doom if flothful, much more if he be a 8 
waſter of his Lord's Goods, Mat. xxv. 30. But 


on the other hand, faithfulneſs and diligence will 
be approved, commended, and moſt bountifully 
rewarded. 

3. To ſtir up Perſons to make grateful acknow- 


f ledgments to God for their ſucceſs, and aſcribe 
| Praiſes to his Name. Gratitude, how beautiful 


and how reaſonable a temper of Mind is it! And 


in proportion to the number and greatneſs of 


favours receiv'd, it ſhould evidence itſelf. The Ox 


End tos its ener, &c. Iſa. i. 3. It the reaſonable 
Creature be forgetful, he muſt be ſent to the 


Brutes for Inſtruction. All God's Works praiſe 


him, ſure then Bleſſing and Honour will be aſ- 
cribed to him by thoſe, whoſe Capacitys are 
vallly ſuperior to the Brutes. A Man that has 
any notion of Religion, or ſenſe of Gratitude, 
cannot but be thankful to God for all appearan- 


ces of Providence in his Favour ; and among 


others, if he is bleſſed in his outward concerns, 
and made to proſper in the World, a tribute of 
Praiſe is God's due, and he will with plea- 5 


ſure pay it. 


To anſwer theſe EFT purpoſes, it will be 


of Service to bear it on your Minds, that it is 


the bleſſing of the Lord that maketh Rich. 


6. I premiſe allo, that Perſons who are de- | 


ſigning for Buſineſs, ſhould expect and prepare 
to meer with Diſappointments. It would be a 
kind of Miracle, ſhould you go thro? the World . 


without ſome. He that can maintain a calm and 


compos'd Temper, tho ke meets with adverſe 
turns, may prevent his loſs proving ſo great as 
otherwiſe it would, nay perhaps turn it ſome 
way to his Benefir, He that rages or frets, 


| loſes 
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loſes himſelf, and in the mean time Advantages 


may ſlip by him unfeen and unimprov'd. Be- 
ſides whatever trial we are exerciſed with, there 


is in it the over-ruling hand of God; now it is 


neither decent, nor Chriſtian like, ro murmur a- 
gainſt the Lord; if we do, he may be provok'd 85 
to ſuffer far worſe things to befal us. It is bet- 
ter then to fit down contented under our preſent 
Diſappointments, than increaſe our load by un- 
eaſineſs of Mind, or pull down more Sorrows : 


upon ourſelves by our Folly. 


Laſtly, I would add, That inaſmuch as every 
Man has Concerns of two Kinds to mind, he 
ſhould attend to that principally which is his 


main Concern, and purſye his inferior Concern, 


vwith a proper ſubordination to the other. Both 
Spirituals and Temporals are to be regarded in 


their places, and ſo as not to interfere with one 


another, or the one juſtle out the other. The 
1 of our Souls and Eternity are of incon- 


ceivable Importance, and therefore to be re- 


garded with the greateſt intenſeneſs; but the 
affairs of the World are alſo to be purſued with 
a proper Application, and under the regula- 


tions of the Word of God. When we are en- 


gaging more directly in the things of God, we 
ſhould ſtrive to baniſh worldly thoughts from ; 
our Minds; but when employ'd in our common 


- Buſineſs, our minds ſhould every now and then 


aſcend towards God and Heaven, in Meditation, 
Affection, with cjaculatory Petition. Every thing 
zs beautiful in its Seaſon, and does beſt in its 
proper place; happy thoſe who have attained ſo 
much Wiſdom as to order their Affairs in the 
moſt proper manner, that the concerns of nei- 
ther World be neglected, but both purſued ac- 


cording to their worth and importance! 


W 
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II. I proceed now as was propoſed, to lay 

down ſuch Rules as ſhould be obſerved and com- 
ply*d with by Men in Buſineſs. 

l might indeed ſum up all that can be aid 
in one Word, viz. Let prudence regulate the 
whole of your Conduct, and be conſulled in every 

\ # flep you take, But I apprehend it needful to 
| be more particular, and J flatter myſelf, that 
the Rules I am about to propoſe, will appear 
to be no ways unſutable to the dictates of Pru- 
8 
. Rule. At your ſetting out in the World, ; 

and in your tranſacting the Buſineſs you have to 


' purſue, Undertake uo more than you can well _ 


manage. What our Lord ſpeaks with reference 
to the becoming his Diſciples, Lu#e xiv. 28, Cc. 
may be applied in the caſe before us. A Man 

is to build according to his Subſtance and Oc- 


caſion, and a King is to war according to his 


\ Forces; ſo a Tradeſman is to trade according to: 
his Capacity, and the Subſtance he has to begin 
the World with. If a Man lays ina bigger 
Stock than he has occaſion for, or overtrades 
 hirnſelf, or runs into too many branches of 
Trade, or ventures too far with the Subſtance 
of others; this is laying a foundation too big 
for the ſoperſtructure, or rather laying a foun- 
dation that will be in danger of failing. A 
| Man that trys to carry more than his ſtrength 
z anſwerable to, will ſtrain and weaken himſelf. 
How many by graſping at too much have un- 
| done themſelves, and lott what they had ob- 
rand! 
2d Rule, Engage in your remporal concerns 
„with a becoming diligence and indujiry, This may 
be done in a proper manner, ſutable to your 
frank in the Creation, as endowed with rational 
Powers and Faculties, and ſutable to your pro- 


Al on 


. 


OO» 
feſſion as Chriſtians and Proteſtants. Tis no 
Virtue to renounce the World, f. e. its employ- 
ments, or innocent and regulated Diverſions, for 


we are to uſe the Wirld, tho with care that we do 


a9! abu. 10, 1 Cor. vii. 30, 3 . We may law. 
fully purſue its advantages, nay are bound to do 
it; we may Jawfully engage in recreations, that 

have a tendency to relieve either Body or Mind 

from the fatigues of Study or Labour; and a 
religious Perſon, may, in a Chriſtian ſenſe, re- 
nounce the World, i. e. not look upon it as 
the higheſt Happineſs, and fir looſe to it in his 


affection and eſteem, and yet not withdraw into 


a Wilderneſs, Cave, or ſeparate Habitation, 


Real Chriſtianity will teach a Man how to re- 
gulate his Affections towards the preſent World, 


and not to be too fond of that which is uncer- 
tain as to its continuance, which ſhall aſſuredly 
ere long be deſtroy'd, and which at beſt can 
only anſwer the preſent Neceſſitics of our Bodies, 


but cannot recommend us to God, or purchaſe * | 


his favour, cannot make us Holy, or bring us 
into a ſafe State with reſpect to Eternity; nay | 
cannot improve our Minds, or make us Wiſe, 


Prudent or Learned; nay, as to our Bodies 
themſelves, this World is inſufficient to procure ! 


many deſirable things for them; a Man may 
be rich, and yet not well ſhap-d, comely or 
healthful ; money will bribe neither Pain nor 
Death, it cannot relieve under the former, nor 


procure a Reprieve, with reſpect to the latter. 
The Pſalmiſt in a very elegant and affecting 


Manner, treats concerning the inſafficience of 
worldly Poſſeſſions, to obtain many things for 
men, which they would not content themlelveyg 
without, were they attainable for Money ; and 
that all theſe things mult be parted with, for 
hen he dieth he ſhall carry nolving away, bis 


(17) 


Glory ſhall not deſcend after him, See the whole 


* Pjalm, which may be of ſingular uſe for a 
perſon to meditate on, who is in a thriving State, 


or is in danger of ruſting in his Wealth, and 


boaſting bimſelf in the multitude of his Riches, No 


doubt of it, a Man may have a proper weaned- 


neſs from and mortifiedneſs to the World, and 


yet diligently purſue its ad vantages. Thus ſays 
my Text, Be thou diligent. Diligence ſeems to 
: * two things. 


That we attend to the Buſineſs we have 
© perform with delight, and a kind of unwearied- 


5 neſs. Our Lord Jetus was very diligent in his 


Work, and he ſays, Jobn iv. 34. My meat is to 


| do the will of him that ſ-nt me, and to finiſh bis 


Wort; q. d. I take as much Pleaſure in it, as an 


hungry Man in his Food: and he was unwearied, 
Day and Night did he apply himſelf to his Work 
in publick and in private; nay, ſo engaged was he 
| ſometimes, that they could not ſo much as cat 
Bread, Mark iii. 20. The Work I do not love, 
I ſhall never be diligent in, but what is my De- 
light I ſhall unweariedly purſue. 
SE dh. That, wwe catch at and embrace all proper 
opportunities for Thriving. A Man muſt watch 


for them, and ſeize on them when they come. 


The Proverb, of making Hay when the Sun ſhines, 
was certainly deſign'd to inſinuate ſomething 
of this nature, that we ſhould not let ſlip any 

_ favourable ſeaſons that offer themſelves ro us 
for promoting our Advantage. There is what 
may be called a critical Minute, which if un- 
obſerv'd and unimprov'd, the like may never 
return, andthe Ends which we would have an- 
ſwer' d can never in ſo agreeable and compleat a 
manner be nne as they — chen f 
have been. 


N | 3. Rule 


(438): 
zd. Rule. Let your expences bear a ſuitable pro- 
portion to your income, and the profits of your 
Fade. Or in fewer Words, be Frugal; and that 
eſpecially at your it ſetting out in the World. 


Let it not be your Rule to do as others do, 
but as your own Circumſtances will allow; conſider 
your Subſtance, your Trade, the number of your 
Family, and let your expences be regulated ac- 
cordingly. Aim not at gay Cloathing, at rich 
Furniture, at a plentiful Table, till a kind Pro- 
vidence has put a ſufficiency into your hands to 
anſwer ſuch things. I have read of Sumptuary Laws, 
_ defign'd to regulate mens Expences ; ſure never 
more need of them than now. There is in our Day 
ſcarce any gueſſing at Perſons Circumſtances by 
their Appearance and Figure. A ſhow muſt be 
made, tho the Debt ſtands uncroſſed in the 
Tradeſman's Book, and they can bear being 
dunn'd, tho their proud Hearts cannot bear the 
thoughts of retrenching. And here again, I 
muſt call upon Parents, do not ſuffer, much leſs 
encourage extravagance in your Children; lay 
not the foundation of Pride and Vanity in their 
younger Years, leſt they be brought to Sorrow 


when they are grown up. And at your firſt en- 


gaging in Buſineſs, let your expences be con- 
' tracted, till you ſee how it anſwers, and what 
the profits of it are; it will be eaſy to advance, 


but it will go againſt the grain to retrench. 


 Eftates were never acquir'd without Frugality: 
let Men call you covetous, it is better to have 
their By-word and thrive, than their Applauſes 


= OOTY: £m 
I cannot forbear citing here a Paſſage in the 


excellent Dr. Walls Humble Attempt, p. 285. a 

Book well worthy every one's Peruſal; which re- 

lates to the ſecond and third Rules I have laid 
| * down, 


down, and which in very ſtrong terms ſpeaks the 
ſenſe I would deſire to have conveyed. | 

I might mention (faith he) Frugality in Ex- 
&« pences, and Induſtry in their particular Callings, 
« as a remarkable part of Virtues among our 
« Predeceflors the Puritans, and the Proteſtant 
* Diſſenters our Fathers. I mean particularly 
in this reſpect, that he want of theſe Virtues 


* ſcarce ever appear'd in the ruin of Families, 


« and a Bankrupt was almoſt an unknown name 
* amongſt them: ſuch a man would have born a 


„long and heavy load of Infamy, and have 


been excommunicated at once, and caſt out 
„ with abhorrence in our Fathers days, unleſs he 


could with the greateſt evidence have made it 
appear, that ſome ſudden overwhelming Diſ- 
| & treſs, ſome ruinous Providence, or ſome ſur- 
_ ** prifing Loſs had been the occaſion of it. 


„But how ſtands the Caſe now? Is not 


© Bankruptcy reckon'd too ſmall a Crime a- 
„ mongſt the Diſſenters, as well as amongſt 


4 


„their Neighbours? And that where there can 
&« be found no other reaſon for it, but that 
<« they have lived too faſt, they have affected 


the Luxurys of Life in their Dreſs and Furni- : 
ture, Food, Equipage and Attendance, and 


„ would vie with their Neighbours in Splendor, 


* 


Grandeur and Expence, where the circum- 
ſtances of their Eſtate or Trade, have not 


* 


been able to afford it? or perhaps they have 
« frequented Taverns early and late, they have 
e habituated themſelves to a Morning Whet to 


« prepare for ſome luxurious Diſh at Noon; 
« they have indulged their Pleaſures, and ne- 


* glected their Shops; they have trifled away 


de their time in idle Company, and left the 


% Buſineſs of the proper hour undone ; or it 


* may be, they have ſought to grow rich at 
2 — | | C 2 66 once 
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e once by plunging themſelves into Trade and 
* Debt beyond all proportion of their own 
* Eſtate, or poſſibility of payment, if they 
© ſhould meet with any diſappointing Accident, 
and they have too often aſſumed the Charac- 
ter of the Wicked, who borrows when he knows 
not how to pay again; and run on borrowing 
< without end, and without meaſure, ſo long 
as they could find any artifice to ſupport Cre- 
dit; they have ſupplyed their Shops with 
* Goods, their Table with coſtly Proviſions, 
* their Houſes with rich Furniture, and their 
Family with ſhining Apparel, out of the 
purſe of their credulous Neighbours, and 
perhaps made them pay their heavy ſcores 
in the Tavern alſo. A Man who ſhould have 
| © been found in the practice of half theſe vices, 
* would never have been call'd a Diſſenter in the 
days of. our Fathers, and 'tis a heavy ſhame, 
* and an inſupportable Diſgrace, that there 
* ſhould be any ſuch Characters in our Days that 
* ſhould wear the name of a Nonconformiſt: 
* But 'tis well their is purity of Diſcipline 
enough in our Churches to refuſe them at the 
jn ß) 
4 1b Rule, Be very careful and circumſpect, and 
the more ſo according to the importance of 
what you are Tranſacting. This Rule may be 
divided into ſeveral Branches. 
1. Have your Eyes upon your own Buſineſs, 
and truſt not wholly to Servants. The moſt. 


Ke 
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< 
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faithful Servants may have need of the Maſter's 
inſpection. He that commits his Affairs to rhe 


management of others, and neglects them him- 


ſelf, will not be like to thrive; for if he is re- 


miſs, who is ſo nearly concern'd, can it be 
thought others will be more careful for him? 


2, Be 


(21) 


2. Be watchful over rangers. It has been 
common for perſons to come under pretence 


of Buying, whoſe real defign has been to carry 
off ſuch Goods as they could with moſt eaſe and 
lleaſt likelihood of Diſcovery convey away. He 
that deals in a Shop-way, had need of Argus's 
Eyes, and to uſe them when he has them. Look 
well to thy Herds, ſays my Text. 


3. Be cautious who you have dealings with, The 


deſign of Trading is Profit; a Man ought then 
to be upon his guard, who he truſts, and how 
far he truſts, leſt inſtead of a ſmall gain, a great 
loſs be ſuſtain'd. 


4. Truſt not your Memory, but immediately 


make Entrys of things in the proper Books. A 
Man's Memory, however retentive, may fail him 
| ſometimes, and poſſibly in very material Articles. 
| Beſides, keeping accounts clear will have a 
tendency to prevent Diſputes between Friend and 
Friend. How many chargeable Law-Suits had 
been prevented, had that method been more 
carefully obſerved ? 


5. At proper times inſpect your affairs, that 


you may know whether you thrive or not. The 
pleaſure of knowing this will more than ba- 
| lance the Fatigue; but if otherwiſe, this will 
be the way to find out and rectify miſtakes ; 
my Text points to ſomething of this nature, 
Give diligence to know the State of thy Flocks: So, 
by a parity of reaſon, to know the ſtate of thy 
Shop, or thy Ware-houſe. If we look upon our 
concerns in the World to be of any importance, 
ſure it can't be indifferent to us whether we go 
| backward or forward, One deſign of keeping 
„Books is, as I imagine, for this purpoſe, that 


Men may the eaſter know the ſtate of their 
Affairs. 
6. I 


but the greateſt proportion, i 
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6. It may be proper to add, if you . : 
be ſure you muſt hate Suretiſhip. Our inſpired 
Author in many places cautions againſt this in 
very ſtrong Terms, Prov. vi. 1. xi. 15. xvii. 18. 
and xxii. 26. But if kindneſs to a Friend, and 
an apprehenſion that the loſs would not hurt a 
Man or his Family, ſhall incline any to be Surety 
for another, yet he ſhould be careful to ſecure 


himſelf in ſuch a manner, as * prevent future „„ 


fruitleſs repentance. 85 
© Laſtly, I think it ought not to be omitted, that 
as we ſhould not be willing to let others run bl 
| hazards with our Money, ſo we ſhould be careful 
not to run bold ventures with the Money that be- 
longs to others. I ſhould think this a method 
that cannot be put in practice, conſiſtent with 
Honeſty, much leſs with Honour, unleſs we have 
the Proprietor's leave. You have poſſibly an hope 
and proſpect of Gain, there is alſo a more than 
poſſibility of Loſs ; Is it fair tnen I ſhould have 
the whole of the acer agg? Profit to myſelf, 
not the whole of 

the loſs, ſhould there be one, muſt perhaps 
without redreſs fall upon another? But if we have 
his conſent, and he is fully appriz'd of the uſe 
ve deſign'd to put his Effects to, and we are 
more than ordinarily careful, becauſe there is 
more than one concern'd, then we ſhall not be 
ſo blame-worthy, if we do meet with an unex- 


nt pected loſs. 


5th and laſt Rule. Be frifly bone and 8 
able in all your Dealings, let the rules of Equity, 
Juſtice and Honour, be punctually obſerved in 
all your Commerce, and in the tranſacting N 
affair between Man and Man. 

This Topic would bear * upon 1 
wiſe, but I will content myſelf with hinting at 

ſeveral 
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fron] things, which right reaſon will, upon the 


firſt mentioning, approve of. 

Let your foundation maxim be that old and 
true one, Honeſty is the beſt Policy. Have a 
juſt Weight, "Bong and Meaſure. Impoſe 
not on the Ignorant or the Weak. Be content 
with moderate Profit. Be punctual to all your 


| promiſes to perform them. Be even as it were 

a a flave to your Word, that Men may depend 
upon you. Let your juſtice be temper'd with 
Clemency towards them that are inſolvent. 
Manage ſo as that Conſcience may not reproach 


you, nor the World cry ſhame of you, ſhould | 


they know your conduct. Keep cloſe to that 


noble Golden Rule of doing 1 Men as you would 


| that they ſhould do unto you. Encroach not upon 


the ay and buſineſs of others, eſpecially when 


it is out of your own proper way of Dealing; 


that is a direct breach of the Golden Rule juſt 


no refered to; and if it be conſiſtent with 
> Honeſty it is not with Honour. And indeed 
multiplying Buſineſs, does not appear to me a 


likely way of doing a Man any good, yea has 


A tendency to bring the community into confu- 
ſion; for tis as reaſonable my Neighbour ſhould 


dive into my way of Traffick, as for me to 


| interfere with his. We muſt live with one ano- 


ther, and we ſhould be willing to live by one 
another. Nay, *tis an apoſtolical rule to be 
underſtood with proper Limitations, Let no Man 


> his own, but every Man another*s Wealth, or 


Good, or Welfare, 1 Cor. x. 4. *Tis true, the ad- 
vice has a more direct reference to Concerns of 


a ſpiritual Nature, yet it may with great Juſtice 
be applied more generally as a caution againſt 
5 
Selfiſhneſs, the great inlet to Diſhonourableneſs 
and Diſhoneſty. A ſelfiſh perſon is a ſcandal to 


Chriſtianity, he is not fit for Society, he ought 


Ta) 


to be even hooted out of a Commonwealth, as 


one that would not care who fell, ſo he did but 


riſe. If I have any thing of the Man in me, 


eſpecially if I have any thing of the Chriſtian, F 
ſhall wiſh my Neighbour s good, and — 


to promote it. 
To conclude this head, 


Be not haſty to be Rich ; the thoughts of the 
diligent tend only to plenteouſneſ : but of every) 


one that is haſty, only to want, Prov. Xxi. 5, 


Plants and Fruits that are too forward, are 
| ſooneſt nipt and blaſted, and ſeldom come to 
any thing; but the loweſt growth, is uſually 
moſt ſubſtantial: I only mean you ſhould avoid 


ſuch an haſtineſs, as will pur you upon methods 


that God and Conſcience, and Prudence can- 
not approve of. Slow and ſure, is better than 
quick and ſlippery. After all, while we are 
lay ing up in a prudent and well regulated man- 
ner, @ treaſure on Earth, let us be reſolv'd, and 
diligent in our purſuits after a treaſure in Heaven, 4 
that when theſe things which we are now con- 
ver/ant with ſhall fail us, as they 1n a little time 


moſt certainly will, we wy be V's to ever- 
laſting habutations. = 


II. I am to enforce the Rules laid down, by 


repreſenting the conſequences of the Obſervance, 8 


- or Non obſervance of them. 


I am very ſenſible, that the moſt religious and 
N the moſt careful and diligent, the 
moſt conſiderate and ſtrictly honeſt Perſons, are 
liable to flips and miſtakes, which thoſe wo 


know human Nature, and 1 its falling ſhaulde over- 
look. 

Mon ego paucis 

' Offendar maculis, quas aut incuria fad, 
Aut humana parum cavit natura. 


Hor. 
And 


4 


625 
And I am alſo fully convinc'd, that in ſome 
Caſes where all the methods directed to, have been 
purſued as cloſely as the ſtate of things would 
allow, yet God has, for wiſe reaſons known to 
himſelf tho concealed from us, been pleaſed to 
withhold his Bleſſing, ſo that an honeſt careful 
Man has ſtriven againſt Wind and Stream, 
has made little or no way, and has at laſt been 
forced to give up; or, poſſibly, ſudden unproſ- 
perous Events have met together to overwhelm 
2 Man, and make him inſolvent and incapable 
of proceeding. But generally ſpeaking, there 
is a ſenſe wherein it may be ſaid, n9s facimus 
 fortunam ; according as our Conduct is, and we 
| manage our Altars, four goes eicher well or ill 
©4 with us. | 
| I hope then under this head of Diſcourſe, 8 
| be able to hint at ſome things that may be of 
| ſervice to excite in all my Hearers, a reſolution 


13590 give Diligence to know the ſtale of their A. - 
Fairs, and to look well and carefully to them, 
1. Such an one is doing bis Duty, and may 
hope for the divine Bleſſing. Idleneſs has a brand 
ſet on it in Scripture, as near of kin to waſteful; neſs, 
Prov. xviii. 9. Even our firſt Parents in an inno- 
cent State were to be employ'd. Some have 
thought that that part of the . Command 
is not © ſo much Permiſſive as Preceptive, fix Days 
| ſhalt thou labour and do all thy Wort, as well as 
= remember the Sabbath Day to keep it Holy. And 
the all-wiſe Providence ſeems to have cut out ſuta- 
ble work for the various ſtations in Life, in 
which Men are ſet. Idle Perſons, are like 
Weeds in Gardens, ſerve neither for Ornament 
nor Advantage, but do hurt, ſtanding in the 
way of uſeful or delightful Plants, and many 
times choking them up. 


o Chriſtianity 
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Chriſt! unity 18 1 far from being a ſcheme to 
induige Lic ticuinaſi, that it lays che ſtricteſt re- 
ſtraints pon Men that can be, and were its 
kules ooferv'd, how happy would a Comme 
of Chriſtlians be? Let us fee what the Ne 
Teſtament faith with reſpect to the Subject in 
hand. In the Parabic of the La bodrers in the 
Vineyard, that Que? tion, Matt. xx. 6. LD H 
ve bere all tbe da: wy” * {feems a ſu e inti- 

mation, that Di:i igence is a Duty. But not to 
5 reſt in inti nations only we have very expreſs in- 
a junctions. Wanat Words more ſtrong chan thoſe 
2 Thel. hk 0 11, 12. ms i Tim. Iv. 8. 4 


F{::i/e is not "wa che name of a Chriſtian 3 

ya, be is worſe than an Infid:!? And 'tis the apol- 
tolical Charge, that Men fludy to be quiet aud do 
their own Buſineſs, and to work with their own. 
bands as «ve commanded you, faith St. Paul, 1 Theſ. 
iv. 11. Now if we comply with our Duty, God 
| has fo ſtatedly connected Obedience and Bleſſed- 


nels, that we have ſufficient ground to hope, 


that that Word ſhall be made good Prov, xiii. 
4. The Scul of the diligent ſhall be made fat. And 
who can queſtion whether it is a Man's Duty to 
be prudence, careful and honeſt? If any ſuch 
| ſhould be, they muſt be blind both as to the 
light of Nature and Revelation alſo. The floth- 
ful and unprofitable Perſon is liable to the ſame 
doom as an Hypocrite at laſt, Matt. xxv. 30. 
anc is under the divine Diſpleafure and Curſe at 
preſent. 
2᷑. He that complies with the Rules laid 
down, may Felt his mind in Compoſure and Peace. 
Such an one may fay, I have taken ſuch. ſteps 
| as I was capable of, and had reaſon to think 
moſt expedient, and now I do with Quietneſs 
and Pleaſure refer myſelf and my attairs ro him 


who 


— 
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who is the infnitcly wiſe diſpoſer of all Things 


And if troubles unlook'd for ſhould co 1, 
him, he may then fo far be eaſy, havn 


room to paſs any grating Cenſures upon 


ſelf. 


On the other hand, where theſe Rules 


ſome or many of them been diſregarded, a 
— Man's Affairs (as it is highly probable i in chat 
they will,) are going backward, what uneaſy Ke- 
fllections muſt ſuch an one make ? How troubled 
his Thoughts, what Toſſings, what Contrivances, 
_ (tis well it not ſinful ones) in his mind to ſtave 


oi! approaching Dittreſs ? Unleſs the Perſon (as 
is too common) flies to the deſperate remedy be 


_ BGoitle, which like Opium only ſtills, but does 
nothing towards a Cure. 


2. He who obſerves the Rules laid down, 


will be like to thrive and proſper in the World, 
I can't ſay Diligence is always, but tis uſually, 


attended with ſucceſs. Search the places thro* 
where. you live, examine every trading Min or 
Shopkeeper, is it not generally to be obſerv'd, 


that in proportion, as Honeſty, Diligence, Pru- 
dence and Care are uſed, fo it fares with them? 
But on the other Hand, where thefe Rules are 
neglected, the ſtate of Affairs grows worſe and 
worſe, and many times the Depth of Adverſity, 
and all the Miſeries of Poverty ſucceed. Let us 


hear what the wiſe Man ſays, Prov. xxiii. 20, 21, 


22. And let us conſider, whether the La Ac- 


count of things may not be given in our re 


as he gave in his. 


4. He that obſerves theſe Rules will he like to 
obtain Credit and live in the Werld with Reputation. 


6 The charms of Reputation are vaſtly great ; he 
that has not been at all regardful of the real dif- 
| ference of Virtue and Vice, or of the commands 


and prohibitions of the Divine Being, yer kas 


_—_— 
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been excited to do and avoid many things for 
the ſake of his Credit: hat has an influence up- 
on him, which other conſiderations have been 
ineffeEtual unto. Men know that Reputation 
Lojt is hard to be regained, therefore are they 
concerned to maintain it; now the honeſt, in- 
duſtrious, virtuous, thriving Man, who more 
reputable than he? How is he reſpected among 
Neighbours, and what honours are ow to 
1 
Whereas, on the ** hand, where theſe. 
Rules have been neglected, the credit i is blaſted, 
a Man's honour and the eſteem he once had in 
a a great meaſure is loſt and gone, and if Di- 
| boneſty be to be prov'd upon ſuch a one, ſcarce 
to be recover'd: And next to the character of 
a diſhoneſt Perſon, I ſhould dread that of a Care- 
ließ, Trifling, Indolent one. 
5. He that obſerves theſe Rules, of SEN uſe- ; 
fulneſi may he very probably be in the World. The 
Example of ſuch a one has a great influence; 
his very word will go a great way; he is gene- 
rally much regarded by a number of inferiour 
People, who have ſome dependance upon him. 
Job gives a very elegant and affecting Account 
of the regards that were had to him; when he 
was in that Proſperity, which he was now 
fallen from, merely by the permiſſion of Hea- 
ven, without his own neglects, Job xxix. 7— 17. 
What reſtraints may ſuch an one lay on Vice, 
what a Curb to wicked Men, what an encourage- 
ment to virtue and good Men, what a promoter 
bol uſeful Deſigns for the Town in which he lives, 
for the ſociety of Traders to which he be- 


longs, nay he all he has to do with? Such an 
one makes a Figure, and 18 one of no ſmall 3 


value. 


"But | 
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But on the other hand, the negligent Man be- 
comes a Cypher, and is no more regarded. *Tis 
like enough, if he ſhould make an uſeful Pro- 
poſal, it would not be hearkned to, nay, perhaps 
rejected with Scorn; for alas Men are too prore 
rather to mind, who lis that ſpeaks than what *? lis 

_ that is propoſed. Now the more ſerviceable a 
Man was heretofore, the more irkſome it 3 
nov be to him, to find his opportunities for ſer- 
vice are ſadly leſſened, if not wholly ceaſed. 
6. He * obſerves theſe Rules will molt 
probably be able to anſwer all the juſt Demands 
that are to be made vpou bim; this will af- 
ford no ſmall Pleaſure. His contracts are punc-_ 
tually fullfilled, his Bills anſwer'd, the ſet time 
for Payment for his Goods obſerv'd, and others 
will trade with Pleaſure with ſuch an one; and 
he will probably be a great Gainer; for were 1 


in Buſineſs, I would fell cheaper, and truſt 


longer, as I ſhould be in leſs tear and danger 


Da from a Man of an eſtabliſh'd Character. 


But oh what a melancholy Scene 15 there on the 


other fide the Queſtion ! Such as, I apprehend, 
cannot be deſcribed but by one who has been 
unhappily ſo involved. What ſhifting of Pay- 
ments, what avoiding Creditors, what wracking 
Contrivances to ſtave off the inevitable ruin a 


little longer, what neglecting one's Word, what. 


breaking of Promiſes, what falſifying of Con- 
tracts, &c. And when at laſt he Ruin muſt 
come, and does come, what different methods of 


expreſſing the different Paſſions that are excited 


among the Loſers? But let me not dwell any 
longer on what is ſo very melancholy. Who 
would conſent to run thro? all this, as the con- 
ſequence of Negligence, or rather who would 
not be found in the uſe of all lawful and proper 


means, to prevent ſo fatal a turn ? Surely Men 
ſhould 
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mould ri .c early, fit up late, pinch in Food, in 
Cloathing, in Furniture, in pocket Expences, ra- 


ther than come to this. Timely care in inſpec- 
ting Affairs will be more pleaſant, when Men 


can fee them whole and ſafe, than the care that 


muſt ariſe from unſtated Accounts, irregular 
Entrys, various things omitted, while perhaps 
others ſet down twice, and many other perplex- 


ing things which Men in Buſineſs are apprized of, 


but I am a ſtranger to. And I wiſh Men in 
| Buſineſs might ſo manage, as that they might 


only hear of them and not know them by lad 


Expenence. 


7. He that obſerves theſe Rules will, as to this 
part of his Conduct, be an Ornament to the Re- 
ligion be makes a Profeſſion of. Such an one will 
be reverenced and reſpected in the Church of 
| God, and will keep his place there with the 
Love and regard of his fellow Worſhippers, and 


probably in Affairs that relate to the well being 


of that Chriſtian Society, will be conſulted, and 


his advice will come with no ſmall weight. 


But on the other hand, he who has not fol- 
lowed theſe Rules, but has neglected them, ſo 


far as that his Omiſſions mult be expoled to the 
World, and many muſt ſuffer for the Folly and 


Imprudenee, if not for the Wilfulneſs and Diſ- 
. honeſty of one, the Church of which he is a 
Member (it he be a Member of a Church) muſt 
think themſelves obliged, for a Seaſon atleaſt, 
to ſequeſter him from cheir Communion : and 
this they are bound to do, as they would main- 


tain their own Purity, and as they would evi- 


dence to all Mankind, that tho one of that 
Society has acted a diſhonourable Parr, yet they , 


are fo far from conniving at ſuch a Conduct, 
that chey utterly diſa; pprove of it. 


And 


cc 
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And if ſuch a Perſon belong'd to a Society 
of Perſons difſentirg from the Ejtabliſhment, then 
it excites, (tho very diſingenuous and unreaſon- 
able it is ſo todo) Rancour and Rage, Revilings 
and evil Speaking againſt the whole Society, 
yea the whole Profeſſion. How caſy would it 


| be to recriminate? but we remember the Exam 


ple of our great Maſter, who when be was re- 


viled, reviled not again, 1 Pet. ii. 23. And we 


know the time is coming «hen Judgment ſpall 


be excculed en fuch, and they hall be convinced of 


all the hard Speeci'cs which 1ngouly Sinners bade 


oben anainſs 2 it and againſt his People, 


Dr. alis hath an exccllent Paſſage in his 


Humble Attempt, p. 231. which anſwers what I 
að now ſpeaking of; viz. <* And here, faith 


he, I can't but make mention of an Obſerva- 
-—— 


tion I have often made in the courſe of my 


Life, viz. If a Perſon who profeſſes himſelf to 
Fs belong to the eſtabliſh*d Church, is found guil- 


„ ty of Swearing or Curling, if he drink to Ex- 


 & cel, if he prove falſe and deceitful in his Deal- 


6 ing, if his Character be vicious and leud, and 
he indulge Iniquities of the groſſer kind ; 
* there is no ſuch mighty matter made of it 


„ in the World, nor is the ſcandal of ſuch a 
« Criminal thrown at all upon the Church it- 


ſelf; we never hear it ſaid upon ſuch an oc- 


“ caſion, Theſe are the Members of the Church of 
England. But on the other Hand, if a Pro- 


* teſtant Diſſanter, who attends conſtantly on the 


4 Worſhip of God in our ſeparate Afemblies, 1 
and communicates with us, be found guilty 


of any foul or infamous Crime, what a loud 


„ Clamour is raiſed in the Town, what 2 Noiſe 
e ſpreads and echoes thro' the Neighbourhood, 


and the name of the ſingle Offender is not 
F oy ſet up as a Ln mark for the reproach 


2 — 


ticular Profeſſion of it, but alſo in the whole 


cdrites and the openly profane make at Religion 


„ 

« of the World, but the whole party of the 
»Diſſenters falls into Diſgrace hereby! Theſe 
are your Noxconformiſts, theſe are your Saints, 
© theſe are Men that pretend to Godlineſs, and 
« don't think cur Church pure enough for 
„ them, ſee what Hypocrites they are! And | 
thus they. load the whole Profeſſion and Party > 

« with the Crime and Scandal of a ſingle Sin- 
z 8 
Tea Religion does not only ſuffer in a par- 


of it. For what a mock and ſcorn will Hypo- 


in general, and how will they be ready to at- L 
tempt to make themſelves and others believe, ; 
that Religion has indeed nothing more in it 1 
than the Name? And thus the Innocent will ſuf- 
fer as well as the Guilty, and thoſe be ſuſpected 
who have given no juſt ground for Suſpicion. _ 
8. Every Man is a Member of Society, and o: 
thers are concerned in His Good or Evil: accord- C 
ing as it goes well with a Man, ſo muſt it fare | 
with his neareſt Relative and his Children, and 
a number of other Perſons who had dealings 
wich him; the good of all theſe is concerned in | 
his Good; but if he falls he will not ſuffer alone, 5 
others will be involv'd, and it may be irre 
coverably, wich him. What Reflections may be 
caſt upon him by his Relations, that became ſo 
by Marriage, when he has ſquandered all tha⁊at 
Portion he receiv'd from ſome of them? And 
what ſentiments muſt his own Children have of 
him, before whom he has ſet a bad Examples, 
and for whom he has not diſcover'd a ſutable 
Care or Love? 5 Vß; ants 
And if others have truſted him as an honeſt” Bos 
and ſafe Man, and have put a Confidence in 
him, but find themſelves in the Iſſue fadly diſ- 
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appointed, what an open and loud Cry will the 
Widows, the Fatherleſs make, and ſuch alfo 
who were in low Circumſtances before, but are 
now reduc'd much lower? And even thoſe 
who can bear their Loſs, yet wili not know how 
to take ſuch things patiently, but will be apt to 
ſpeak grating Things, and bear hard upon thoſe. 
: by whom they are Sufferers. 0 
Upon the whole then, if a Man will ſeriouſly 
conſider the Delight and Advantage, that in various 
reſpects attend Diligence and Care, in the manage- 
ment of our worldly Affairs; the Sin that muſt 
. accompany, the Shame and Ruin that muſt fol- 
| low upon Negligence and trifling therein, ſure- 
I he will be excited in his Place and Calling to 


"I reſolve and endeavour the ns; and avoid the 
other. 


| III. I am now to direct thoſe who have been 
unhappily and ſinfully remiſs in the management 
e | * of their Affairs, with reſpect to cheir preſent and 
3 future Conduct. 


There are two Things which 1 apprehend, 
| ſuch Perſons neither need, nor ſhould do. 
1/t. Such need not deſpair of Mercy from God 
: * upon their Repentance. If any man fin, we have, 
cs &c. 1 John ii. 1,2. The Mercy of God is like 
all his other Attributes, infinite; and it is 
therefore highly culpable for any to ſet limits 
thereto, where God himſelf hath not ſet them. 
God is pleagd (accommodating himſelf to the 
Capacity of his Creatures) to ſpeak as if he had 
a peculiar Delight in glorifying thoſe Perfections 
which look with a more favourable and benign | 
Aſpect upon poor Sinners, than thoſe which 
| frown upon them; and accordingly we find more 
OF” frequent mention in holy Writ, of the Good- 
nels, h Love, Kindneſs and — 
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of God, than of his Juſtice, Vengeance, Anger, 


Wrath and Hatred. And in that grand Pro- 


clamation of his Name, Exod. xxxiv.6, 7. How 

many encouraging titles are proclaimed, for 
two things that are mention'd to awe and reſtrain 
Sinners from wilful and daring Impiery ? 


| Beſides the mercy of God; there is a method 


appointed by infinite Wiſdom, whereby it is be- 
come an act even of Juſtice 10 forgive Sinners, 


_ viz. If they from the Heart believe in Chriſt, 


and do ſincerely repent of all their Sins, The 
Satisfaction, Merits and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 


> are of ſuch a Nature, that by him all that believe 
Hall be juſtified, Rom. iii. 26. Acts xiii. 39. God 
is in Chriſt reconciling Sinners to himſelf, 2 Cor. v.19. 


The chief of Sinners may hope for Pardon and Ac- 


ceptance in this way, 1 Tim. i. 15, 16. It cannot 
be that our Sins, by reaſon of their Number or 
Greatneſs, ſhould ſet us out of the reach of the 

mighty Saviour, who we are told is able to ſave 


unto the uttermoſt, Heb. vu. 25. 


Beſides, Sinners have not LY 3 Ground 
of Encouragement from the Mercy of God and 


| Merits of Chriſt, but they have alſo many gra- 
cious Declarations upon Record, to allure them to 


comply with thoſe neceſſary Precepts of Conver- 


ſion, Faith and Repentance ; many expreſs and 


full Promiſes : God has promiſed to multiply 


_ pardon when Sin is repented of and forſaken, Ila. 


Iv. 7. To waſh away Sins of a ſcarlet and crimſon 
Dye, Ifa.i. 18. And to make Grace much more to 


. where Sin has abounded, Rom. v. 20. 
We have alſo Examples of Penitents pardon- 


ed; when good Men have fallen into groſs Sins 
and have repented, they have been forgiven, as 
David, Solomon, and Peter; and David expreſſes 
himſelf very pathetically concerning this, P/al. 
XXXIIl. g, 6. We have 2 accounts of "to 7 
who 
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who were ina ſtate of Sin, that they have found mer- 
Cy upon their Repentance. Thus Manaſſeh, Mary 


Magdelen. St. Paul, and the Thief on the Croſs. 
I have ſpoken thus particularly on this Head, 
to ſhew that tho a Man has involved himſelf and 


Family in Ruin, by Sin and Folly, and tho his 
own Conſcience terribly ſets his great Guilt before 
him, yet he has no need to deſpair. Nay, I 
apprehend Deſpair is one of the greateſt Sins, 
and is a moſt heinous Provocation in the Eyes 
of God; and therefore as there is no need to 
_ deſpair, and as tis ſo great a Sin to do fo, the 
_ greateſt Sinners ſhould carefully avoid it, caſting 
_ themſelves on the Mercy of God, relying on 


the Merits of Chriſt, taking encouragement from 


the precepts and aſſurances of the Word, and the 
Examples of Mercy to Sinners recorded in the 
ö Holy Scr iptures, that in the Way of Repentance 
and Faith in Chriſt they ſhall be forgiven. 
2. Neither do I ſuppoſe, that a Man who has 
manag' d imprudently and ſinfully, by which 


means he is become inſolvent, is therefore to 


ſequeſter himſelf from Buſineſs. He ought not to be 
diſcourag'd from all further attempts in the way 
of Trade. Himſelf and Family muſt be maintain'd, 


and either he muſt exert himſelf, in a depend- 5 


ance on God's Providence and Bleſſing, or he 

muſt become burdenſom to his Relations, or to 
the Place where his Settlement is. It is, I appre- 

hend, carrying the matter too far, to argue thus, 
I have managed fooliſhly hitherto, and therefore 

Iwill give up myſelf intirely to Indolence and 
Sloth. Beſides, ſuch a Conduct would wholly 

| preclude a Man from all poſſibility of future 
reparation, of retrieving his Character, and of 
being uſeful hereafter in the World. 


I ſhall now, according to the beſt of my Judg- 
ment, offer my Advice to Perſons ſo unhappily in- 
,,, - 


1 
1. I would recommend deep Humiliation in the 


Sight of God and Man, both of whom are of- 
fended. 


Humiliation in the fight of God is principally 


neceſſary; for all our Tranſgreſſions are ulti- 


mately againſt him, and are Diſobedience to his 


Laws, a ſtriking at his Authority, a Diſhonour 


done to him, and it is not in the Power of any 


Tranſgreſſors to make a compenſation for their 


Faults, or to pay the Debt they owe to God's 
Juſtice. Surely *tis the leaſt a Sinner can do, 
to profeſs ſorrow for his ill Conduct, and really 


to humble himſelf before God on that Account. 


If Sinners are not made humble, and fo brought 


low in the frame of their Minds, God by af- 
flictive Diſpenſations, will moſt likely bring !hem 


low for their Iniquity, in ſome reſpects or other, 
P/. cvi. 45. But humbling ourſelves, and judg- 
ing ourſelves, will be the moſt. likely Method 
to prevent our being dealt ſeverely with by our 
Judge, If we would 2 ourſelves, We ' ſhould 7 
1 Cor. xi. 21. And 


St. James's advice to Sinners i is, humble ' yourſelves | 


not be judged, ſays St. Pau 


in the ſight of the Lord, and be ſhall lift you Up, 


James iv. 10. A humble frame of Mind ſhould 
be kept up, becauſe we are Sinners ; but there 
ſhould be more particular Humiliation for grols 
And ſcandalous Sins. : 
It is alſo exceeding requiſite that there ſhould 
be humiliation before Men, eſpecially for thoſe 
Sins whereby our fellow Creatures receive con- 


ſiderable Detriment. 


It is proper for ſuch Perſons to humble 1 5 
ſelves in he Eye of the World, to have the tokens 
of Sorrow diſcover themſelves in their Coun- # 
tenances, Garb, and Behaviour, that Men may 


ſee they comport with the Diſpenſanions they are 
under. 


They 


1 
They ſhould humble themſelves before hoſe 


g are ſufferers by them. If the Borrower is Ser- 
vant to the Lender, Prov. xxil. 7. what muſt 


we fay of the inſolvent Borrower, who perhaps 
cannot repay at all, or only in a ſmall propor- 
tion, and fo can make but a very unſutable re- 


turn to his Friend for his kindneſs in lending, 


who has been truſted with conſiderable quanti- 


ties of Goods which he has as yet not anſwer'd 
his payments for, nor ever will to the full? The 
| Debtor, in a great meaſure, lies at the Mercy of 
his Creditors; ſurely Humility is the leaſt can 


be expected from him. 


And if ſuch Perſons were formerly in Com: 


munion with a Society of Chriſtians, it will witch 


reaſon be expected and inſiſted on, that they 


ſhould humble themſelves before the Church, or 
elſe it will not be proper to re-admit them to 
their Communion. (For I ſuppoſe ſuch indolent 
| Perſons to be immediately ſeparated from the 


Communion of a Church.) But when they have 


humbled themſelves, and diſcover'd ſuch tokens 
of Godly Sorrow and Repentance, as in the 
Judgment of chriſtian Charity may be hoped ſin- 
cere, then indeed with Tenderneſs, Love and 
Joy, let them be receiv'd into the Boſom of the 
Church, being very well pleaſed that a wander- 
ing Sheep is recovered, to allude to Luke xv. 


2. Another thing I would adviſe and inſiſt up- 


on is, that reparation be made to the utmoſt of a 
man's Power, reſolutely avciding all fraudulent Con- 
ccalments. J apprehend Creditors ſhould merci- 
fully leave a Man ſome little matter at leaſt, to 
try to live again in the World. But if they inſiſt 
upon it, I think they have a right to the whole, 


in all voluntary Compoſitions that are made. An 


Inſolvent is bound in Conſcience to deliver up 


all | 
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all his Effects, and this without having —_ 
to Equivocations, or ſecret Bargains, which things 
will not paſs with our Judge at the great Day, 
however they may eſcape the knowledge of, or 
puniſhment from Men. If any are guilty herein, 
— both the eighth and ninth Command- 
ments will have a claim againſt them, and if 
there hath been an Oath of God in the Caſe, the 


_ third alſo; and Remember, the Lord will not hold 


bim guiltleſs that taketh his Name in vain. That 
Man's Humiliation is all a Cheat like himſelf, 


who thus ina ſecond, and in a worſe Manner than 7 


the former defrauds his Creditors 
3. I adviſe, that a Man ſhould have a fixed 
and unalterable purpoſe and determination in his 

Mind, to make up all deficiencies in his preſent pay- 
ments, if ever the Providence of God affords him 


1 Ability for the ſame. If a Man be ſet free from 


all after Demands by the Letter of our Laws, 


yet God and ones will infiſt upon an honeſt. 
|  pundtual Payment of all fairly contracted Debts, | 
when there is opportunity for it. The wiſe 


Man lays down this as a Rule, Prov. ili. 27. 


BY bhold not good from them to whom. it is due, or 


from the Owners thereof, when it is in the.power of 


i | thine hand to do it. Many have thriven after 


Failures, and have taken no notice of thoſe who = 
were formerly ſufferers by their Careleſſneſs and 


Folly ; I cannot call their Goods ill gotten, but 


ſurely I may, and.muſt call them ill kept Goods, 
while Conſcience, if they will give it leave to 
| ſpeak, muſt tell them, that there are injured 
Perſons, to whom Satisfaction ought to be made 
| Out of their preſent Acquiſitions, for the damage 
they had ſome time fince receiv'd. For my 
ps Part, I ſhould think myſelf bound, as ſoon 
as ever my Circumſtances would permit, to 
_ teſtify by a Layment of the remainder of my 
Debts, 


Debts, that my former Failure, however it had 
ſomewhat of Sin, and more of Folly, yet had 
35 nothing of wilful and deſigned Diſhoneſty in it. 
N 4. I would offer my Advice, that if a Man be 
re- inſtated in Buſineſs after a Failure, he would be 
uſing double Diligence in order to obtain an ability 
4 for full Payment. The Obligation to Diligence 
ſeems to be increaſed upon him; ſenſe of Duty, 
and ſenſe of Honour, a kind of ſhame and in- 
dignation at himſelf, ſhould be as ſo many ſpurs 
|  _ to excite him to all the activity and application 
4 that he is capable of. Wiſhes are vain and fruit- 
lleſs things when not attended with proper endea- 
vours ; tis too late to wiſh, oh ! that I had complied 
with the Advice in the Text, when the blow is 
given! And it will be to no purpoſe to wiſh, 
oh! that my Creditors had full Satisfaction !. If a 
'Y Man does not ftrive with all his might, in hope 
1 of the Divine Bleſſing to give him Succeſs, that 
po he may abtain that — * which he has loſt, 
£2 20 for a time however. 5 
88. Lon adviſe further, Conſt der a weigh 
our paſt Conduct with the utmoſt impartiality, that 
you may find out to what it was owing that you 
'| were reduced before, that ſo you may be parti- 
ils, cularly careful to avoid all former Miſtakes. 
= There may be great Aggravations in a Scene of 
= Miſmanagement the firſt Time, but if a Man be 
| reduced a ſecond Time, what muſt all Mankind 
| then think? One would ſuppoſe no Maſter of a 
Ship who careleſly ſplit upon a Rock once, and 
thereby loſt his Veſſel and Cargo, but if he be 
intruſted again and goes the ſame Voyage, he 
will be upon the watch to avoid the fatal Place 
a a ſecond time that he may not ſplit again. If 
a Man who has miſmanaged his Affairs, and is 
thereby rendered inſol vent, ſhould ever by a 
kind Providence and . favour of Friends, 45 
eee i. 
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ſet on his Legs again, will it not be highly ad- 
viſcable for him to think thus with biqmlelk: ? It 
was by my Extravagance in Houſekeeping, and 
living above what my Circumttances would al- 
low. It was by frequenting publick Houſes, at- 
tending Clubs, and keeping too much Company. 


It was by Gaming, Diverſions and Journeys of » {| 


| Pleaſure: It was by Idleneſs, neglecting my Bu- 
ſineſs and trnſting to Servants. It was by Care- 
leſſneſs in keeping my Accounts. It was by ſuf- 
fering Extravagance and winking at Vice in my 
Children. It was by running hazards with the 
Subſtance that belonged to others, or ſome ſuch 


_ Cauſe, by which I was reduced before, and 


therefore PII be upon my Guard againſt every 
Thing of that Nature, that ſo the World may 
_- tho I bave bought Experience and dearly paid 
for it, yet now Pl Prixe it and make the 8 * y 
. 1 can of 11. | 
Thus I have endeavoured to give ſuch Counſe! : 
in the Matter as ſeemed to me ſutable and po. 
yo RY 
d A ReficAion or two ſhall clo har I have to 
ſay upon this Subject. 1 
I. It is highly expedient that 7 banks ſhould be 
rendred by us to the great Governour of the World, if 
we have happily avoided and eſcaped ſuch Miſcar- 
riages. Wiſdom of all kinds is a Gift from him 
who is the Fountain of Being, Perfection and Bleſ- 
 ſedneſs: If we have more Underſtanding than 
others, we are the more obliged to him, from 
whom ſuch a Favour has been receiv'd. But 


what would all our Diſcretion, Care and Dili: 


gence have ſignified, it the divine Bleſſing upon 
our lawful and laudable Endeavours had been 
witliholden? Let each one ſay then, I will bleſs 
the Lord who hath given me Counſei, and I will 
; praiſe his Name who hath given me — 
_ "nat 
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that my Aſſairs are in a better and more. plea- 
ſing Condition than thoſe of many round about 
me. 

2. The Slips and Failings of others ſ. ould make 
us the more uten our Guard, It may be applie 4 
in common Concerns, which the 5 52 [Peaks. 
'« Vitha View to thoſe of a {piritval Nature, b-/? 
things have haf ned to them jor Hidin l, „ 
for our Admonition, that he Nb thinks J 
&c. 1 Cor. x. 11, 12. Happy i he u. 
Dangers and Hurts of others male eie 
„ ſhould andeavour to carry ir Þ. 
manily, ard ik: Chriſtians, towards ton un 
Perſons as 2 been defect; VE anch remus in we 
Jagetnont Of their 0 l WS Aus. 
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ic, ſharply (00 3 but t THEY 5 7880 t Bion 
themſelves 5 ind have an evid. ut Sete f their 
FPaault and Foliy, then 323 will as be proper to 
7 add Affliction to the afflicted, and increaic e 
Load, when a Perton has more than he 5 
how to bear already. It farours moſt of the Spi- 
rit of Humanity and of Chrittiznity allo, to be as 
mild and ps to vards our offending Brethren, 


- 


A as the Nature fin the Caſe will allow of. 
= . Lett us Piiy hein, and::bavo:- a reer Can. 
paſſion fer lbs. ne If they are inſenſible and har- 
den'd, heir ou is the greater, and their Cafe. 
to much the more dangerous: Picy is generally 
ſhewn to Malctactors going to deſerved Execu- 
tion. A Sinner going on in and adding Sin to Sin, 
and ripening for eternal v engeance, is a molt ſd 
Spectacle, and calls for Compaſſion. Ik they are 
convinced and hunbled and aggravate their on 
Sins in their Thoughts, then th. y dem ind Com- 
paſſion from us, both as they have been Sinners, 


and as they now appear to be Penitents. 


1 T ; . 


C8 1: 
2. Let 25 [ray } cr them, that they may obtain 
fron God that Fa and thoſe Favours they 


more eſpecially ſtand in need of. This we ſhould 


do, tho we have been ever ſo much wronged 
and injured by them : Chriſtianity breaths forth 
a noble and peculiar Spirit, where ſhall we find 


ſuch a ſelf. denying and yet moſt rational and ami- 


able Counſcl, as that of our Bleſſed Saviour, 


Mal. v. 44. 7 ſay unto you love your Enemies, &c. 


The worſe they have been, they ſtand in ſo much 
the more need of Mercy from God, which you 
| ſhould from your very Souls intreat that they 


may obtain. It was the Prayer of dying Stephen, | 


the firſt Martyr for the Cauſe of Chriſt, As 


vii. 60. Lord lay not this Sin to their Charge. And : 
herein the Example of Chriſt was followed, who 
prayed 1 in his dying Agonys, Father fer give them, | 


Luke xxit. 34. 


3. Let us paſs the moſt favourable Cenſire 1 
upon them, the thing will bear. We are not 
(if our Neighbours act imprudently and ſinfully)) 


immediately to ſtep into the ſeat of the Judge, 


and condemn them at once for Hypocrites, and 
doom them to the place of the damned: Nei- 
ther ſhould we be eager and poſitive in our 
charging them with wilful and deſigned Knavery. 


It would be milder and more like the Chriſtian 
Spirit, to ſay peradventure it was an overſight, 


or a ſcene of unhappy miſmanagement: And it 
wilful Diſponeſly is too apparent, let the ill-na- 
tured World ſpeak, who are ready enough to 
catch at all occaſion to reproach Profeſſors, 
but let us in ſilent jadneſs, bewail the wounds that 


| Rel gion has receiv'd in the Houſe of her Friends. 


4. Be ready to accept of /uch Propoſals, as the 
info -nt Debtor is able i anſwer, Oh! the unchriſ- 
tian cruelty of ſome Creditors, and the fraudu- 
lent deligns and deſires which others have, under- 
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hand to ſecure to themſelves a larger ſhare than 


they ought of the Debtor's Goods, after he is be- 
come a Bankrupt! How unreaſonable is it, be- 


_ cauſe the Debtor is not able to keep cloſe to the 


Rules of ſtrict Juſtice, therefore I'll ſhew him 
no Mercy. No, let him pinch, let him rot in 
a Jail, let him ſtarve; thus PII be reveng'd on 


dim for my Loſs. We ſhould not griad the 
| Poor inſolvent Perſon thus; nor ſhould we en- 
tertain ungrounded Jealouſys and cauſeleſs Suf- 

picions of underhand Management, with a de- 
ſiign to trick and deceive. A ſuſpicious tem- 
per is a perfect Fiend in a man's own Breaſt, and 

like a Canker, corrodes within, and eats up a 


man's Comfort, and if univerſally given way to, 


would be the bane of Scciety. Tho a Man be 
ever ſo proſperous at preſent, he can't poſſibly 
tell what may be in the revolution of a few Years, 
and what need he himſelf may ſtand in of Mercy 
from others, and how glad to have Compaſſion 
ſhewed to him; but this Motive I ſhall not in- 
ſiſt on, but direct your thoughts to another, viz, 


Let every Man conſider how the Caſe ſtands 
between God and him, and remember there is 

| a demand againſt him on Account of a Debt of 

| F | 10000 Talents; ſee the Parable, Mar. xvin. 23, 

* Sc. A Debt due to Juſtice, becauſe of innumer- 
1 able aggravated Tranſgreſſions, concerning which 

| we can't ſay, have Patience with me, and I will 
| pay thee all. Nor can we make Compoſition ; 
[ all the Debt muſt be freely forgiven us, or we 
be delivered to the Tormentcrs, Now then if we 

| either have, or hope to obtain this great mercy 
| of Forgiveneſs, ſurely when we have a fellow 
Servant who owes us but an hundred Pence, we 

'  v ſhould not be rigorouſly exact with him, leſt 

| we provoke God to be ſo with us; for, ſays 


_ Chriſt. /o ſhall my beavenly Father do al ute you, 
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F ye from your Heart, forgive not every one bis 
Brother their J. reſpagſes. With what face can a 
Man ſtand or kneel at Church, and ſay over 
the Lord's Prayer, particularly that Petition, 
Forgive us our Treſpaſſ?s, &c. with an implicable 
unforgiving Temper : he does in effect lay, Lord 
bind all my Sins or Deb!s faſt upon me, and never 
forgive me. Juſtice belongs to Magiltrates to ex- 

ecute, Vengeance to no Man, for / Cr geance is Mine, 
1 will recomſenſe ſuth the Lord, Rom. x1. 19. 


In theſe four things conſiſts our Duty with 


teſpect to thole who have miſmanaged their tem- 


yoral Concerns; and I do not in che leaſt qucſ- 


tion, but upon calm and ſedate Reaſoniag, every 


impartial Perion will aſſent to what I have Rd -- 
down. Loſers indeed are apt to be in a Rage 


and Paſſion, but Chriſtianity will teach us to put 


of Anger and Wrath, and it will not repent us 
when we come to dye, that we did not indulge _ 
Cruclty, or gratify our revengeful Inclinations. 


Anu we ſhall act more nobly till, if we not only 


do not run down ſuch unhappy Perſons, but aſſiſt 
chem ro get chro- their preſent Embarraſſments, 
| Ac rolp them to hin non a now Feundation. This 

will be w orthy of applauſe from Men, and if 


done with a truly Chrittian Temper, will meet 
«ith approbation from the great Judge of all. 
Thus 1 have endeavour'd to deliver m 


thoughts upon this Subject, which is not often 
handled from rhe Pulpit. Many things made me 


apprehend it expedient for me to undertake ; 
what has been deliver'd in ſome of the particu- 
lars thereof, may be uſeful to every one; and the 
Lord make us wiſe, careful and diligent in the 


Concerns of both Worlds, Py: more eſpecially | 


that being rich in Faith and in good Works, we 
may be Heirs of the Kingdpyn pt Heaven, Amen, 
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